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THANK YOUS

• Port of Friday Harbor Commissioners and 
Administration

• Holly Finan
• Tom and Caroline Grauman
• Jim Lawrence
• Kevin Loftus, Jenn Rigg, and Andy Zall, San Juan 

Historical Museum
• The many of you who have shared your 

memories of the Cannery



The Evolution of Argyle Lagoon and Little Island
(Roy D. McLelland The Geology of the San Juan Islands 1927 and 1932 aerial photo)



Township 35 North,
Range 3 West,

1874 Township and Range Survey

Frederick 
Jones 

Homestead
1884



1897 USC&GS T-Sheet
of North Bay



Little Island and Argyle 
Lagoon





Reef Netting at Stuart Island





Reef Nets Fish Traps





Purse Seine Boats



Gill Net Boats



Friday Harbor Packing Company



Salmon cannery of the Friday Harbor Packing Co., Friday Harbor, Washington, 
1915



Friday Harbor Packing 
Company





John C. Jackson (1911-2001) and his wife 
Merle



Little Island pre-Cannery



Salmon Smoking Building (1946)



Jacksons

• Purchase property including Little Island and Argyle Spit,    
as well as the tidelands, in 1946

• Expands kippering operation from their home to a 
cannery

• Packing 100 cases a day in 1946, growing to 20,000 half-
pound cases in 1949

• Construction of new cannery building in 1950
• By 1966, 40-50 workers (women @ a 3-1 ratio)
• At first represented by Cannery Workers Union, Local 

20754



J. J. (John Joseph) 
Theodore

(1917-2010)

Purchases cannery in 
1972.

Expands production to 
include salmon caviar.

Features fresh and frozen 
salmon

Photo courtesy Holly Finan





J. J. Theodore Cannery, 1980s



How to Can Salmon

• Fish received at dock from tenders and sluiced 
to canning area

• Machine lops off head and eggs extracted
• Iron Butcher cuts off tail and extracts guts
• Slimers finish cleaning the fish
• Cut into sizes appropriate for canning
• Placed in cans, lids automatically attached
• Cans placed in baskets and put into retorts to 

cook
• Cans cleaned, dried, and labelled



Iron Butcher Fish Processing Machine





Japanese worker 
collecting roe

Can worker

Marty Castle
Plant Supervisor

Photos courtesy Tom 
Grauman







Developments in the Neighborhood

• University of Washington leases Argyle Lagoon 
in 1965 and purchases it in 1984 to create a 
Preserve

• Port of Friday Harbor purchases Jackson Beach 
in 1996

• LaFarge Gravel Pit closes in 1999 and donates 
land  to San Juan Island Park and Recreation 
District

• San Juan County retains the eastern portion of 
Jackson Beach as a (limited) Barge Landing site

• Closing of the Cannery (around 1996)



Port of Friday Harbor purchases Jackson/Theodore Cannery in October 
2025
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